[Papillary fibroelastoma which occurred from the posterior leaflet of the mitral valve; report of a case].
Papillary fibroelastoma is a rare benign tumor arising from the cardiac endothelium. In this report, we describe the surgical treatment for mitral valve papillary fibroelastoma with hypothyroidism. A 69-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital for the treatment of cardiac tamponade. Echocardiography revealed massive pericardial effusion and a small tumor attached to the posterior mitral leaflet. We drainaged the pericardial effusion, and found that the cause of pericardial effusion was hypothyroidism. After controling the thyroid function, open heart surgery was performed. We excised the tumor including a part of the posterior mitral leaflet, and mitral valve plasty was done. Both the surgical and histological findings showed papillary fibroelastoma, and the postoperative course was uneventful. To avoid embolic complications, early surgical intervention is recommended.